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Daniel is bullied 

Again, some years have gone by.  The Neo-Babylonian Empire has 

been succeeded by the Medes and Persians.  Darius rules over 

Babylon.  Daniel again occupies a high office.  He is one of the three 

highest ministers (“governors”) in the empire, and Darius wants to 

promote him to an even higher position. 

His colleagues and government officials below him (“satraps”) 

become jealous.  They try to bully him.  But since they don’t find 

anything to accuse him of, they resort to a crafty idea:  If anyone 

asks anything from anyone other than Darius, they should be 

thrown to the lions.  Darius is flattered and issues the decree. 

The plan works:  Although Darius tries to wiggle out of it, he has to 

throw Daniel to the lions in the end. 

 

25.  What do you notice if you compare Daniel’s characteristics in 

verses 3-5 and 11 with those in chapter 1:8+17-21? 

26.  What can you learn from Daniel’s prayer life? 

 

It appears that Darius the Mede was a vice king under Cyrus, 

appointed to rule in Babylon, because Cyrus himself was unable to 

rule the huge empire by himself.  Cyrus would have been the 

highest ruler, but from the point of view of a government official 

like Daniel, Darius had enough power to be called „king“. 

 

Don’t let anything or anybody stop you from 

praying! 
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